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Ministry #f External Affairs 
{ IPA Division) 






Reference FR. 

2. The house where Netaji stayed in transit in 
Kabul was inspected by a team of the Indian Embassy. 
FS(Projects) has given a rough statement of expenditure 
•f Afghani 5 million equivalent t© Rs.l million, at the 
prevailing rate of exchange, for repairs and renovation 
©f the existing structure. This does not take into 
consideration the cost ef the acquisition of land and 
building. 

3 . The recommendation of the team is that keeping 
in view the location of the building and the proposed 
redevelopment of the area by Afghan government, repairs 
and renovation ttould be deferred for the time being. 

(Flag *A 1 ) • 

4. When the question was examined in June 1986 in 
consultation with PMO. it was agreed that if we were to 
acquire houses where our leaders of the past had stayed 
in different parts of the world there would be no end to 
it. It is best that ©ur national monuments are generally 
in India itself so that they serve as examples te our 
people. MOS(N) while replying to special mention in Lok 
sabha ©n 3 September, 1988 reiterated the same view and”- 
stated "it was not a house in which Netaji stayed 
permanently. It was only a transit point and it is 
doubtful whether many of our nationals will visit Afghanistan 
in order t© see the house even if we buy and maintain it 

as a national monument." (Flag 'B'J. 

5. shri Chitta Basu had written letters to PM 
and EAM (Flag 'C 1 ) on the acquiring of the house where 
Netaji had stayed in Kabul by Government of India. Before 
a response to shri Basu is given a decision cn the 
following will be required: 

- whether at this stage we should review the 
earlier decision regarding the acquisition 
©f the house where subhash Chandra Bose 
stayed in Kabul. 

6. Financial implications would depend upon the 
nature of the memorial to be erected. A memorial, however, 
modest would entail substantial costs given the present 
situation in Afghanistan and problems regarding 
availability of material, lack of transport facilities 


.... 2 / “ 


2 



and skilled personnel. Besides there would be the 
annual recurring costs fc-r maintenance of the 
memorial erected. 








7. If we are unable to acquire the house tout 

still feel ihat there should be a memorial in Kabul to 
commemorate Netaji's stay there, we could examine 
the other alternatives like installing a statue of 
Netaji in the compound in IG1CH or naming of the 
surgical ward after Netaji. 



0 / 


R. Sen 

Officer on Special Duty 
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 




NEW DELHI 
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1 1 !^ 


7 April 1986 



My dear 

I enclose a copy of a self-explanatory 
letter dated March 12 1 1 986, addressed to PM 
by Shri China Basu, MP, and PM's acknowledgement 
of March, 17, 1986. In order to enable us to 
take a decision In this matter, I would be grateful 
if you could send us the comprehensive factual 
data, together with a brief account of previous 
correspondence of this matter, If any. 



Yours sincerely, 


Sd/- 

(R. Sen) 


Shri l.P. Khosla, 
Ambassador of India, 
Kabul. 


m 


Copy, with enclosure, to : 

s / Joint Secretary (AP) _ MEA. 


*)\ h 




( R. Sen) 

Officer on Special Duty 
7 April 1986 
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CHiTTA BASU 


MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
( RAJYA SASHA > 




26, Gurdwara Rakabganj Road, 
NEW DELHI-110001 


Dale 


12 * 3. 1986 


Deal' Prime Minister, 

I send herewith a copy of the letter dated a)th January, 
1980 addressed to you by the Deputy Spe niter, West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly, Calcutta, requesting you to take 
steps for acquiring the House at Kabul in Afghanistan 
where Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose had stayed for two months, 
before his onward journey to Eurppe. 

I shall be glad if you kindly inform the steps 
already talcai or proposed to be taken in this direction. 


With best regards, 


end: as above. 


Y 



r 


SUn Iiajiv Gandhi, 

Prime Minister oi India 
New Delhi* 


c 


T run C ony 


O r .O . No. 5-HDS/9S 


The 20th January, 1936 


Tear Shri 0 and hi, 

I have the honour to drau your urqrant attention to a matter 
which has so lonq eluded our attention. Rut it is batter lata 
than never. 

You are aware a£ that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose had left 
India via Afganistan and had stayed in a small house at Kabul. 
The house is still in existence. The house is an integral part of 
the history of India's struggle for emancina t ion . In the fitness 
of things, it should be acquired by the Government of India and 
maintained as a national monument, florgovor, such a stgo uill 
cement Tndo-Afqhan brotherhood in honour of flataji. 

In this view of things, I request you to kindly pass 
orders for acguirinq the said house and for its preservation as a 
national monument. 

Netaji’s birthday celebrations are drawing near. It uill 
be a highly welcome news if on the day it falls from your lips 
that the Government is contennla t inq acquisition of tha iaptri 
said house. 

I am confident that the matter uill receive your immediate 
attention * 




Shri hajiv Gandhi, 

Prime Minister of India. 
fJeu Delhi 


) 


Prime Minister 


New Delhi 
March 17, 1986 


Dear Shri Basu, 

I have received your letter 
with the proposal for acquiring the 
house where Netaji Bose had stayed 
for 2 months in Afghanistan. 


Yours sincerely, 



Shri Chitta Basu, MP 

28, Gurdwara Rakabganj Road 

New Delhi 
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Deptt 4f Culture. 
Chastri BhgVan 
IT ewpeihi » 


~n^/v. 


l&fif 


Sub: Letter from Bhri Kalimuddin Shams, Dv.Boeaker 
L egi si gti ve ks sembly, we st 3 eng rl , re? ard_1 ng 
acquiring of the house at Kabul in which Met ail 
Subhgsh Chandra Bose stayed, as a national 
monument. * 


In the PM * s o f fl ce HO Mo. in 3 9/B&S-TT /P 6 
dated 31. t. 1986 to the Secretary, neott of 
Environment, the letter of shri Keli^uddin Shams 
was referred to for appropriate action, This was 
since referred to the Ministry of Human Resource 
Bevel ODment, 

The House in which Shri Bose staged in 
Kabul being in a foreign country, the necessary follow-up 
action and negotiations etc can be undertaken only 
by the Ministry of External Affairs, to whom the 
papers are sent for necessary action. 



9. Sskun tal a. 
Dfl. rector 
14.4. 190 6 


Kitajs, 

- u- 


/via V , 0$ £• 1 - b^O. 


Jt, Secret ary ShTl S. 

Deptt of Culture TT O H 
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D.O. N0... D .y.*...^.' 862/ * 6 - M 
fast* (fitt?) 

DIRECTOR (Monuments) 

*rreft*r 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 
srf fcwft-nooil, arfta- 19 

Ntw Delhi-110 OH , the..£.ihi l;ft 


Dear Miss Sakuntala, 


I am forwarding in original Ministry of 
environment and Forests Offico Memorandum 
No * F * 2 30 15/7/8 5wPGG dated the 14th February, 

1986 together with its enclosures concerning 
the acquisition of a house in Kabul, Afganistan 
for its preservation as a National Monument* 

As the matter pertains to C*H* Division of the 
Department of Culture, 1 would request the£ further 
no cos s ary action may please be taken at your end* 



Yours sincerely 



(M*D. Khars) 




t 

Miss P*S* Sakuntala, 
Director ( CH ), 
Department of Culture, 
Shastri Bhavan, 



NEW DELHI* 
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No.r.23015/7/8S-p0s 
Government of India 
Ministry of Environment and Forests 
(Department of Env ironmen t .Forest s & Wildlife) 
(Environment Uing) 


c,j-.dp-r+l v " 


j 


Bikaner House, 
Shahjahan Road, 

New Delhi-110 01 1 . 



the 14th February, 1986, 


Office Memorandum 


/ {^Subject:- Acquisit 
0 T ' for its 


ion of a house in Kabul, Afganistan 
preservation as a National Monument. 



The undersigned is directed to forward a U.C, 
No. 1032/E&S 11/06, dated 31.1.06 received from*t>rime 


Cls j Minister's Secretariat forwarding a copy of d.o. letter 
M [ > No. 5/HDS/86 dated the 20th January, 1986 from Sh.Ka limudd in 


Shams, Deputy Speaker, Legislative Assembly, West Bengal; 
on the subject mentioned above, for further necessary 
action. 


(ncl;- As above. 



(HAREY LAL) 

Under Secretaryto the Gopt. of India. 


Ministry of Human Resources Development, 
(Department of Culture) , 

Shastd Bhauan, 

Neu Delhi-110 001. 


,r0 


^ tr 0f\A 



i 






i 


C-ui-lwti £. v- n. f it/*" 

M4 4*.;. 1 




Iua_# 




7 ^ Ak • 

ft U.J& ✓/ 







PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 



?rf f^rt-i 10011 

NEW DELHI- 11 00 11 

Dated : 
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u 
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Attached herewith is a copy of a 
letter dated 20th January, 1986 from 
Shri Kalimuddin Shams, Deputy Speaker,, 
West Bengal Legislative Assembly addressed 
to PM, for appropriate action, 

(Arvind Pande) 

Joint Secretary to the 
Prime Minister 
30.1,1986'. 


, ■ 0 


Secretary, D/£nvironment(Shri T.N.Seshan) 
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DEPUTY SPEAKER ' 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 



WEST BENGAL 


CALCUTTA 


Thn 20th 3anuary,36 


‘ Dear Shri Gandhi, 

I have the honour to draw your urqont attention to a 
matter which has so lung eluded our attention. But it is batter late 
th;jm never* 


You ate aware that Metaji Gubhas Chandra Rose had 


left India via Afghanistan and had stayed in a small house at Kabul. 

The house is still in existence. Tha house is an integral part of the 
history of India’s struggle for emancipation. In the fitness of things, 
it should be acquired by tha Government of India and maintained as a 
national monument, ('•loreover, such a step will cement Indo-Afghan bro- 
therhood in honour of of Netaji. 


In this view of things, I request you to kindly pass 


orders for acquiring the said house and for its preservation as a 
national monument. 


Netaji’s birthday celebrations are drawing near. 


It will he a highly welcome news if on tha day it falls from your lins 
that tha Government is contemplating acquisition of the said house. 


I am confident that the matter will receive your 


immediate attention. 


Thanking you. 


Yours sincerely, 



(Kalimuddin Rhamn) 


n 'hri Rajiv Gandhi, 

Prime minister of India, 
New Delhi. 


' / 



f.: 

v 


•t 0~csTJ.O.»7r-..^ 7 fe^l'^ ?.|37/aC pjMI_>C 

cSj^h 

w>&\^ 


/I? 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
KABUL 


lUT'TS iTTfl 


ambassador 


/W^ A - 

'*«!> 1 th 




April 21, 1986. 


No.KAB/^ 01/1/86 

Please refer to your letter No.30(927)/86-FM 
dated ?th April 1986 enclosing a copy of letter addressed 
to Prime Minister by Shri Chitta Basu, MP, regarding the 
house at Kabul where Netaji Subhbs Chandra Bose had stayed. 

2. Netaji stayed for 43 days at a house in the old 
city of Kabul in early 194-1- The house is still there and 

LLo (fA we have located it. It is owned by an Afghan Hindu called 

1 ‘ *, Kishan Chand, who has rented it out and the less6As are 

i presently living in it. It is a three storeyed mud built 

house and not in very good condition because of its age. 
Neighbouring houses built around the same date and of the 
same material have since collapsed. 

3. If we decide to acquire the house we will have to 
send a team of engineers to examine its structure and 
decide how best to adequately reinforce it so that it 
continues as a monument to Netaji. This is apart from 
whatever photographs and mementos go in to the house and 
the other steps for beautifying it that would be necessary 
to make it a suitable national monument. 

Oj 4. I may point out that it is in a very crowded 

1 part of the city, inaccessible by car, and approachable 
.through about 300 yards of bylanes which are not very clean, 
This is not a major problem because in my assessment if 
i ' li/i J u^ we do decide to acquire the house, the Kabul Municipality 
\ will extend full cooperation to clean up the approaches 
I^UUja I so that it is easily accessible. 

' . ’’ ' 5- The owner of the house, Kishan Chand, is at 

\tsuLf^i , present in India. He is expected back in a couple of 
[\jl \a j weeks time and it is only after a discussion with him 

i ... /vo.^ ^ 1 that I would be able to write further in the matter. 

Incidentally, he is, according to our information, at 
E-272, Greater Kailash Part II, New Delhi. One of his 
^ ^ sons called Ashok Kumar is also employed in the Afghan 

.wA^Embassy in New Delhi. You might like to get in touch 

\-\r€ ’ J ' w -i -trVi Vi eVior, -r* Vi o a q1 ca 


3 mj ,ucc t 

W-iP - ' 



LuV V " , , 


with Kishan Chand or his son directly also. 





ri R. Sen, 

Officer on Special Duty, 
'Prime Minister's Office, 
New Delhi. 


v;3Wurs sincerely, 
( I.P. Khosla ) 
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R. Sen 

Officer on Special Duty 


PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

NEW DELHI 


No. 


7 April 1986 


My dear 


,1.V 




,\\ n ' 




I enclose a copy of a self-explanatory 

1 A 

letter dated March 12, 1986, addressed to PM' 
hy Shrt Chitta fiasu, MP, and PM's acknowledgement \ 
of March, 17, 1986. In order to enable us to j' 
take a decision in this matter, I would be grateful 
if you could send us the comprehensive) factual 

data, together with a brief account of jprevlous 

m 

correspondence of this matter, if any. 


IV 




$ 


\ 


Yours sincerely. 


(R. Sen) 


Shrl !.P. Khosla, 
Ambassador of India, 
Kabul. 


Copy, with enclosure, to : 

Joint Secretary^- MEA. 


vU 


.1 




( R. Sen) 

Officer on Special Ddy 
7 April 1986 
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CHii'TA BASll 


* ^ 



Phones 


382260 
* 384576 



MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
1 RAJYA SABMA } 


28, Gurdwara Rakabganj Road, 
NEW DELHI-110001 


Dale 


12. 3. 193 G 




Dear Prime Minister, 

1 send herewith n copy oi the letter dated 20th January, 
1980 addressed to you by the Deputy Speaker, West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly, Calcutta, requesting you to take 
steps Tor acquiring the House at Kabul in Afghanistan 
wlie re Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose had stayed for two months, 
before his onward journey to Europe* 

I shall be glad if you kindly ini orm the steps 
already taken or proposed to be taken in this direction* 

With best regards, 





Y 



SUrx Hajiv Gandhi, 

Prime Minister oi India 
New Delhi* 


f iv 



T 


True C opy 


IV. 0. Mo. 5-HDS/BS 


The 20th Daouary, 1906 


Tnar Shri Gundhii, 

I have the honour to draw your urqant attention to a matter 
which has so lonn eluded our attention. Rut it is batter late 


than never . 

You am aware that Nntaii Subhas Chandra Bose had In Ft 
India via Afqanietan and h3d stayed in a small house at Kabul* 
The house is still in existence. t|-,« house is an integral part of 
the history of India's struggle for emancipation. In the fitness 
of things, it should he acquired by the Government of India and 
maintained as a national monument, Horaover, such a steo uill 
cement Indo-Afqhan brotherhood in honour of fletaji. 

In this view of tilings, I request you to kindly pass 
orders for acquiring the said house and for its ornservation as a 
na t i ona 1 monumen t . 

Netaji's birthday celebrations are drawing near. It uill 
be a highly uelcome neus if on the day it Falls from your lips 
that the Government is contennlatinq acquisition of the iaarf 
said house, 

I am confident that the matter uill receive your immadiate 
■attention . 


Thanking vou, 



Ghri ha-jiv Gandhi, 

Prime minister of India. 
Ney Be I hi 


i - 



* 


* 


- 



Prime Minister 

4 

New Delhi 
March 17, 1986 


Dear Shri Basu, 

I have received your letter 
with the proposal lor acquiring the 
house where Netaji Bose had stayed 
lor 2 months in Afghanistan. 

Yours sincerely, 



Shri Chitta Basu, ME 3 

28, Gurdwara Rakabganj Road 

New Delhi 






Subject: House where Subhas Chandra Bose lived in Kabul 

in 1941 - 



Reference letter No.KAB/501/1/86 dated April 21, 1986 from 
our Ambassador in Kabul on the above subject. 

2. While the proposal made by Shri Kalimuddin Shams in his 

letter dated 20th January 1986 to PM, to acquire the premises, is 
emotionally appealing, it has to be looked at from a practical point 
of view as well. It is not as if the house in Kabul is one where Subhas 
Chandra Bose stayed for any length of time. It was merely a transit 
point. Moreover it is reported to be in very bad shape and I am 
extremely doubtful of the value of purchasing and maintaining the 
building as a monument particularly since few Indian visitors would be 
going there, specially to pay homage to his memory. 

I 3. If we were to acquire houses where our leaders of the past 

1 have stayed in different parts of the world, there would be no end to 

it. Far better that we may maintain their homes in India with a greater 
’ possibility of building .a consciousness in our youth about the contributions 
of these leaders in. past. 



Foreign Secretary 
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At, 




3»K. UWBAH 

JO ITT 3KCR STiUY(AP) 


No. j 



Your latter wo. KA3/S01/1/0G dated April 21, 19P3, 
Please do not take any further action regarding the 
. acquisition of the house in Kabul vhere Neta^i Subhas 
Chandra Bose had stayed* 

• / 

Yo ui* s s in e er ely , 






Sfcri X*P* Khosla* 
Ambassador of lucia, 

£ai?ia.CAfah,r-.r^ a„ aU* 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


(AP Division) 1 


In the FR placed below, Shri Chitta Basu, MP, has indicated 
that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had stayed in a house in Kabul 
in February-March 1941, which is now In a state of disrepair, 

He has suggested that the Government of India should take over 
the house and maintain it properly as a monument of historical 
and national significance. It may be mentioned that this issue 
had been taken up wit|1 by Shri Chitta Basu, vide his letter 
'-r~ fZT of 12 March 1986 (flag 'B' ) . The matter had been considered 




In PMO and it had been decided that we need not take any action 


^ ' (flag-'A'). The rationale of the decision was that if we were 

’ to acquire houses where our leaders of the past had stayed in 


different parts of the world, then there would be no end to it. 


2. In the context of the foregoing, it is suggested that we 
adhere to the decision taken earlier in this matter. As regard 
a reply to Shri Chitta Basu, perhaps a simple acknowledge A from 
MOS would be most appropriate. 

d-’ 

(Satish Chandra) 

JS (AP) 

17-6-88 



Secretary CESFR) 



■grsCAO 


A self-explanatory draft reply (DFA) to 
Shri Chitta Basu, MP f s letter f on Lines approved at para 2 
above, is placed belov for approval. 



(SATISH CHANDRA) 
joint secretary8ap9 
30.6.1988 
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Chitt a Basil 


I 


MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
( RAJYA SABHA ) 





h 

I l 







Phone No, 3822dU 
38457 d 

28, Gurudwara flail abgunj Ro ad, 
New Delhi-HO 001. 

Dated 14.5.1988 


Dear Shri Singh, 

As you know, Netaji Sub Lias Chandra Bose reached Kabul on January 27 in 
1941, after his great escape from Calcutta on January Id, 1941. He stayed in 
the House that belongs to Uttae Chand, an old revolutionary at Hohalla riundu 
Guzar, Shor Bazar, Kabul, from February 9, 1941 to February 11, 1941 and again 
from February la, 1941 to 17 Uarcn, 1941. Bhagat Ram Talwar, 31 old 
revolutionary who had helped Netaji in his escape from Peshawar to Kabul, 
had also stayed with Netaji in tnat house at Kabul. There was a reference 
H this House and the room in wnich Netaji had stayed, in the book, "The 
Talwars of Patlian L uadi and Sobhas Chandra's Great Escape". 

I quote the relevant portion : 

" The residence ofUttan Chand was in the upper storey of a two-storeyed 
building in Uohalla Hindu Guzar. The floor was occupied by one iioshaulal, 
a Hindu from Peshawar. The house consisted of three rooms in addition to 
the kitchen and the bathroom. The two of us (Netaji »id Bhagat llam Talwar) 
were given a separate room furnished after the Centr al-Asian fashion. The 
floor was covered with durries and carpets. There was a sand li (a sort 
of small wooden table under which there is a»* angithi which keeps the huge 
quilts in the room warm) in the middle of the room and three thick and low 
mattresses with cushions around the smd li which were used for sitting 
and also as beds at night. Netaji arid I used two of these mattresses while 
tiie third would be taken by others coming into the room." 

(page Ul) 

1 am told tnat tue said house is not oeing maintained properly arid J 
it may be dilapidated soon. For every Indian patriot, the House is a oi sacred 
place. I strongly feel that the Government of India should take necessary 
action, to take over the house and maintain it properly as a monument of 
historical and national significance. 

■p 

I send herewith 5 photo graphs of the said house, which have been presented 
to me by an Indian jooraali at who recently visited the places 




With regards, 


Yourfs sincere 


end: as above* 


*-p O^tWSbri Nat war Singji, 

| * Minister for External Affairs, 

i/lo Government of India, New Delhi. P fi f" 



(Chitt a Basuj 
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June 30, 1988. 


I have 




received your 


/ 

letter 


of 14th 


May, 1988 and noted the proposal for acquiring 


the house in Kabul where Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose had stayed for a fev; weeks in February/ 

% 

March 1941. 


— ' | fD| IP U 

tP4 

vrra 

Minister of State 
For External Affairs 

INDIA 


£? ts> ex' t 0% C( - 


Yours sincerely, 


U- 


(K. Natwar-Sin^h) 


-- *- *• 


■ ' - . 
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■ / ->,i * - r - - -v 


Shri Chitta Basu, MP 

28, Gurudwara Rakabganj Road, 

New Delhi-110 001. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL A 



(AP Division^ 





;■?/<?/ r? 


In the FR placed below, Shri Chitta Basu, MP, has indicate 
that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had stayed in a house in Kabul 
in February-March 1941, which is now in a state of disrepair, 

He has suggested that the Government of India should take over 
the house and maintain it properly as a monument of historical 
and national significance. It may be mentioned that this issue 
had been taken up with PM by Shri Chitta Basu, vide his letter 
of 12 March 1986 (flag 'B'). The matter had been considered 
in PMO and it had been decided that we need not take any action 
(flag-'A'). The rationale of the decision was that lif we were 
to acquire houses where our leaders of the past had stayed^in 
different parts of the world, then there would be no end to it. 


2. In the context of the foregoing, it is suggested that we 
adhere to the decision taken earlier in this matter. As regards 
a reply to Shri Chitta Basu, perhaps a simple acknowledge^trom 
MOS would be most appropriate. 


jQ . l 

(Satish Chandra) 




A 


JS (AP) 
17-6-88 



Secretary CEsER ) 


■cy 5 ;a n 





A self-explanatory draft reply (DFA) to 
Shri Chitta Basu, HP's letter, on lines approved at para 2 
above, is placed below for approval. 


(SATISH CHANDRA) 
joint secretary8ap9 
30,6.1988 



MOS{N) 


DRAFT 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

June ,1988 

I have received your letter of 14th May, 1988 
and noted the proposal for acquiring the house inKabul 
where Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose had stayed for a few Weeks 
in February /March 1941. 


(K^NATWAR- SINGH) 


Shri Chitta Basu 

Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha) 
28 , Gurudwara Rakabganj Road 
New Delhi - 110001 


■; m \ ^ -*• * 

u w visic 


DRAFT 


^-|j[| i^l^° ^ 


I am writing with reference to the Special Mention 
made by you in the Lok Sabha on the 3rd September 1988 
regarding the house in Kabul where Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose had spent some time in 1941. 

2. While we fully appreciate the sentiments behind 

your suggestion, we do not think it will be worthwhile to acquire 
the house in honour of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. it was 

not a house in which he stayed permanently: it was only a 

transit point; and it is doubtful whether many of our nationals 

will visit Afghanistan in order to see the house, even if we 
buy and maintain it as a national monument. Further, if we 
were to acquire houses where our leaders of the past had 

stayed in different parts of the world, there would be no end 
to it and, being outside India, they would not really inspire 

the younger generation. It is best that our national monuments 
are generally in India itself so that they serve as examples 

to our people. 

With kind regards, 


{ K. Natwar Singh ) 


Shri Jagannath Patnaik, 
Member of Parliament, 

C/o Lok Sabha Secretariat, 
New Delhi. 




N 

hones : 

(0) 3017839 
(R) 697040 


110 011 

Prime Minister’s Office 
New Delhi noon 
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With the compliments of 
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MEERA SHANKAR 

Director 








Prime Minister 


New Delhi 
December 2 , 1988 


Dear Shri Basu, 

1 have your letter of 30 th September. The 
Ministry of External Affairs are being asked to look 
into this. 



Shri Chitta Basu, MP 

28, Gurdwara Rakabgunj Road 

New Delhi-110001 


if- 

It bU c 



^ y\i 


Phone No. 382200 
334576 

28, Gurd war a R diabgunj Road, 
New Del hi-1. 

30 September 1988. 

Deal' Prime Minister, 

As you know, Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose reached Kabul on J anuary 27 in 
1911, after his great escape from Calcutta on January 10, 1941, Be stayed in 
the House that belongs to Uttum Chand, an old revolutionary at Mohal 1 a Bund u 
~ Guzar, Shor Bazar, Kabul, from February 9, 10 11 to February 11, 1941 and again 
from February 10, 1S41 to 17 March, 19 -ki. BUagat Bar. Talww, an old 
revolutionary who hod helped Netaji in his escape frua Peshawar to Kabul, 
had also stayed with Netaji in that house at Kabul. There was a reference 
of this Bouse and the room in which Netaji had stayed, in the book, "The 
Talwars of Pathm Land and Sublias Chandr d s Great Escape. ** 

I quote the relevant portion : 



,cta Rasu 
OF PARLIAMENT 
( RAJYA SABHA ) 



ftata mb 


"The residence of Uttau Chand was in the upper storey of a two -storeyed 
building in Mo hall a Hindu Guzar. The f] our was occupied by one Iioshnnlal, 
a Hindu from Peshawar. The bouse consisted of tlaree rooms in addition to 
the Kitchen and the b&t& room. The two of us (Netaji and Bbagat Eu Talwar) 
were given a separate room furnished after the Central -Asi an fashion. The 
floor was covered withdurrieg and carpets. There was a aandli (a sort of 
small wooden table under winch there is en angitln which keeps the huge 
quilts in the room warm) in the middle cf the room and three thick and low 
mattresses with cushions around the sandli which were used for sitting 
and also as beds at night. Netaji and I used two of these mattresses while 
the third would be t&en by others cooing into the roan.*’ 


(page 101 ) 


I am told that the said house is not being maintained properly and 
it m q be dilapidated aoon. For every Indian patriot, tbe House is a sacred 
place. I strongly feel that the Government of India should take necessary action, 
to take over the house and maintain it pi'operly as a monument of historical 
and national significance. 




V 


V' 



I took up the matter with Shri K. Not war Singh, Minister of State, External 
Affairs, who was kind enough to send me a letter of acknowledgement N o. VIP-9 10/M0S(N)/ 
88 dt. 30 June, 1988. Since then, I have not received any information from the 
Ministry of External Affairs. 


I shall be glad if you kindly take interest in the matter and take appropriate 
action. 


With regards. 




Shri R^jiv Gandhi, 
Prime Minister, 
India . 



lour 


OJu 






Ministry of External Affairs 
(AP DIVISION) 


Reference FR regarding acquisition by the 
Government of Indi ~2 of the house in Kabul where Netaji 
Subhash Chandra uose had spent sometime in 1941 • 

2. Ihi 3 matter has been considered in the Ministry 

earlier. We have been not in favour of acquisition of 
this Mouse. Ihe natter was also considered in IHO in 
June 1986. fine then OSD, PMO had agreed with the then 
Foreign secretary's suggestion to the effect that if 
we were to acquire houses where our leaders of he past 
hec stayed in different ierts of the world there would 
be no end to it. MO.~(N), replying to a speciol Mention 
by Shrl Jegennat.h Patnaik in Lok cbha on 3rd September 
1988 had reiterated thd same view. We may advice PMO — - — " 
chat we ?re not in favour c£ the acquisition of this 
house foi the reasons s trted by the then Foreign Secretary 
in June 1986 and with ttfhich the then OSD PMO had concurred, 



15.3.1S89 

Ot- . 
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^ P -L <u \+c> 
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L+- 




J>s 









~ 





» O ) 

\ V. 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(AP DIVISION) 




Reference PR regarding acquisition fry the 
Government of India of the house in Kabul where Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose had spent sometime in 1941 * 


2 . This matter has been considered in the Ministry 

earlier. We have been not in favour of acquisition of 
this Mouse, The matter was also considered in FHO in 
June 1986, The then OSD, PMO had agreed with the then 
Foreign secretary's suggestion to the effect that if 
we were to acquire houses where our leaders of the past 
had stayed in different parts of the world there would 
be no end to it. MOS(N), replying to a special Mention 
by shri Jagannath Patnaik in Lok Sabha on 3rd September 
1988 had reiterated the same view, we may advice PMO 
that we ere not in favour of the acquisition of this 
house for the reasons stated by the then Foreign secretary 





JS(AP) 






c 




# 


y m 

Ministry of External Affairs 
(AI Pi vis .Ion) 


deference FR. 

2. the suggestion that Government: of India should 
take over end maintain the house in Kabul in which 
!Se te j i subhash Chandra 2ose had stayed in February 
194-i has been considered in the Ministry from time 
to ‘ ime. In this connect i n I v;ould like to drav7 your 
attention to the remarks of the then OSD, two on a 
not ng by the then Foreign secretory on 10. 5,1936 on 

\ 

*he same subject (copy enclosed). I also enclose 
herewih a copy of a letter from M03(N) to j 

Fhri Jagannath Pacnaik written on the same subject.* 
fhis Ministry has been of he view that if we were 
to acquire houses where our leaders of the past had 
stayed in different parts of the worle, there would be 
no end to it, Hi is continues to be our view on this 
matter. 


5 








( Arv ’ nd Gupta) 

Deputy Secretary (Afg/Kash ) 
20.3 .19 ’9 


DIRECTOR, IMP 
Ismt .Me era Shanka r ) 


\ 
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JM PJ^ 




MOST IMMEDIATE 


PARLIAMENT ASSURANCE 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(Coordination Division) 






No. AA/ 12 5/ 14/ 89 


13th April, 1989 




Subject: -Assurance on Lok Sabha Unstarred 
Question No. 3048 dated 16.3.89 
regarding raising of Memorials 
of Freedom Fighters abroad. 


>4 


2jj<i 



4L 

( 

Vc 


The above-mentioned Question and the Assurance 
given thereon are reproduced below 

"Prof. Narain Chand Parashar: 

Will the Minister of External Affairs be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have received a 
request for raising suitable memorials to the 
freedom fighters and to commemorate important 
events in the freedom struggle in foreign countries; 

(b) if so, the decision taken by Government 
thereon and the names of the freedom fighters/events 
selected for this purpose alongwith the action taken 
so far to build these memorials; and 

(c) if no decision has been taken so far the 
likely date by which a decision would be taken?" 

Assurance given 

(a), (b) and (c): A number of such requests have 
been received both in the Ministry and in Indian Missions 
abroad; the Indian Missions abroad vet such requests for 
their suitability before forwarding them to the Ministry. 
Hence full details are being collected from them and 
statement will be laid on the Table of the House. 

2. It Is requested that the requisite information may 

please be supplied latest by April 28, 1989, so that the 
Assurance may be fulfilled in time. Nil replies may also 
please be sent. 


(f- 


4^ 









To 

1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 


A A, 


<>■ 


(P.L. Santoshi) 
Joint Secretary ( Ooord. ) 

All Heads of Mission/Post abroad. 

All Heads of Territorial Division in the Ministry of 
External Affairs. 

Director General, ICCR, New Delhi. 

Shri Arun Kshetrapal, Joint Secretary, Implementation 
Committee for Jawaharlal Nehru Centenary Celebrations 
Panchsheel Bhavan , Khel Gaon Marg, New Delhi. 




v^u*w^ri 


sr immediate 

ARLIAMENT ASSURANCE 


K.fc» - 5T131) Sgl 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
( AF ^iV-LSAUi ) 


Subject j Assurance on Lok Sabha unstarred Question 
No. 3049 dated 16 .3.89 regarding raising 

Memorials of Freedom Fighters abroad. 



reference Coordination Division's Jtote 

No • AA/1 25/14/99 of 13th April, 1989 on the above 

subject. Ay regards Afghanistan \he required 
information is as follows ; 



From time 1 to time some MPs arjd other 
prominent figures have sent, letters to the Prime 
Minister end to this Minister proposing acquisition 
of the house in Kabul where Hetaji jubhaah Chandra Bose 
had stayed for a fev/ weeks in Febi uary/March 1941 
and maintain it as a monument of historical and 
national significance, it had been decided that it 
would not be worthwhile to acquire this house as 
this was not a house in which Netaji stayed permanently 
and moreover it is doubtful whether many of our 
nationals will visit Afghanistan In order to see 
the House even if the government bought it and 
maintained it as a national monument. 

i 

( Axvlnd Cupoa ) 

Deputy Secretary (Afg/kash) 



27.4.1939 






/ff I ssd jrsj&G 


S .K. Kathur , 
Minister (p) . 


No.KAfi/WCPj) /?*} 


Ky dear Gupta, 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
KABUL 


15 , 1989 

lifr 



During my absence on courier duty in Delhi, our Counsellor 
S.C. Hehra was informed by the Acting Director of the First Poli- 
tical Department of the Afghan Foreign Office that the Afghan 
authorities are cons idering tatting over a private house located 
in the Paplii, where Netaji Subash Chander Bose had stayed for 
about two weeks some time in 19^0s during his visit to A abul. The 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs here, oi^ins true ti ons of t he President's 
office, is wi lling to consid er this building as a place 

of histo rical importance especT3^^BW h^i ul Lhe close and 
friendl y ties existing bet weej 
The building is presently 
—national of I ndian ori g jj~ 

\ on whether o ur Gove rnme«Bji6 Waf r 13feffl &l 
[towar ds the expenses of retxoyation^nd " 


grateful Tf yo 


We would be 

examined at your end and intimate 
concerned authorities. In case t 
Afghanistan is acc ent -.b le in ori n 
aspects of our contribution can be worked out later. 



the two coun t ri es . 
pn or an Afghan" 

'sought our reaction 
contribute financially 
tjration of the bUlidj ng . 


ndly have tliis matter 
ourse , reaction of our 
1 of the Government of 
ails of the financial 


a . With kind regards, 



Yours sincerely, 

— • 

(S.K. Mathur) 


He ^ 

J Shri Arvind Gupta , 

_ r Deputy Secretary (Afg.), 

p ^ 

o ■ 


Ministry of External Affairs , 

DhLuI. ^ ^ IQ 
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Arvind Gupta 

Deputy secretary (Afg/Kash) 



No.j/ii/sn /n /si 


25th May, 1989 


My dear 

Kirx ly refer to your letter Mo.KAE/M( fc-O/SS 
of MeyllS, 1969 regarding the house in Kabul in 
which Net ji Subhesh Chandra Bose had stayed. 

Before we examine your proposal, it. would be 
useful for us ho fr ve detailed information regarding 
the financial contribution that the Government 
of indie would be. expected to make towards the 
restoration and renovation of the house. Even" 
rough estimates in this regard would be appreciated. 

2, (For your background I may mention here 

that public figures have been writing from time to 
aime that Government of India should take possession 
of this houa and convert it into a .national 
memorial), JRiis is strictlV for your* ov;n information-. 



/ 


your :erely. 


( Ar jUpiaS ) 



Shri S.K, Mathur 
Minister 
Embassy of India 
KABUL 


i* - 


®To if a 

Dy. Nc. 
fcjJTF 

£3ated„. 


±:dk 


snm *raNro 

PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE 

af ^.(Wrf^trVlMO 
- J S tIPA)/1990 



c£f3^ 3 

^ P?Tf fi^sfr-i 10011 

NEW DELHI-110011 


Please find enclosed a copy of the 
letter dated 1.3.90 addressed to the Prime 
Minister by Shri Chitta Basu, General Sec- 
tary, All India Forward Block, New Delhi. 


It is requested that comments on the 



90.' 


& 


Phone t 3782260 


ALL INDIA FORWARD BLOC 

28, Gurudwara Rahabganj Road, Mew Delhl-llOOOl 


REF NO, 


DATE 



Dear Prime Minister, 

We welcome the reported decision of the Government to 
rename the Calcutta Air Port as Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Air Port. 

The countrymen have rejoiced over the decision. This is 
first significant step in the direction of according national honour 
to Netaji. More steps need to be taken to show proper honour and 
respect to this great hero of our freedom movement. 

We suggest the following amongst others, 

(1) to declare 23rd January, the birthday of Netaji 
as a national holiday. 

(2) to set up National Museums at Kaireng (Manipur) where 
the INA hoisted the flag of the provisional Azad Hind 
Government and set up its first Headquarters on the 
Indian soil and at the ancestral house of Netaji, at 
Cuttack, Orissa. 

(3) to rebuild the INA Memorial at Singapur, destroyed by 
Mr. Mount Eatten, the former British Army Chief. 

<"4) to rename Andamans and Nicobar Islands as Shaheed and 
v Swaraj Dweep. 

(5) to purchase the house at Kabul, where Netaji stayed for 
some time on his way to Europe and set up a suitable 
Memorial there. 

We are delighted to learn from Prof. Nirmal Bose, 

Minister of Food and Supplies, Government of West Bengal, and 
a Member of the Central Secretariat of our Party, that you 
^expressed your kind desire to have discussion with us on the 
above issues* during your la_st Calcutta visit., 

^ a n’ i ■ ■* y ,# — * * 


» i '** 


Phone t 3782260 


ALL INDIA FORWARD BLOC 


28, Gurudwara Rakabrfanj Road, New DelhMlOOOI 


REF NO. 


DATE 


.19 


2 


A delegation on behalf of Party would be happy 
to meet you to discuss these issues, at your convenience. 

As our Central Committee meets here from March 2 to 
March 5, 1990, it would be most convenient for us to meet 
you at any time during thesd days. 


With best regards 


Your 


(Chitta Basu) 
General Secretary 



Shri V.P. Singh, 
Prime Minister, 
Government of India, 
New Delhi. 






Mrs, Vi jay Thakur Singh, 
Under Secretary (Afg) 


D. 0. No, J/1 1/55 1/13/86 
ft 


JPlTcPT, flr^F : R^ ET 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

Kg' fflt March, 1990 


Deal' Shri Tarei, 






vj\ J Kindly refer to Shri S.K. Mathur , 

Counsellor (Pol) 's letter No. KAE/M ( P) /89 dated 15th 
May, 1989 addressed to Shri Arvind Gupta, Deputy 
Secretary (Afghanistan) regarding Afghan Government's 
willingness to consider preserving the private house 
in Kabul where Netaji Subhash Chander Bose had stayed 
in 1941 as a place of historical importance 

especially in view of the close and friendly ties 
existing between the people of the two countries. 
The Ministry vide its letter of even number dated 
25th May, 1989 requested for detailed information 
regarding the financial contribution that' the 

Government of India would be expected to make towards 
the restoration and renovation of the house. 

General Secretary of All India Forward Bloc, 
Shri Chitta Basu, M. P. has written to Prime Minister 
regarding the house in Kabul where Netaji stayed (copy 
enclosed) , 

Shall be grateful, if details of expenditure 
to be incurred by the Government of India is sent to 
us at the earliest possible so that matter can be 
examined at our end. 


With warm regards , 


Shri B. B. Tarei, 
Couns e 1 lor ( Po 1 ) , 
Embassy of India, 
KABUL 
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SECRET 

l 


J/II/551/13/8G 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
IPA DIVISION 


1, Please Refer to your 0.0, 
5180/5 3 /C/3/9G-S52 dated 21st March, 1990 
acquisition by the Govermaent of India of 
in Kabul where Netaji Subhash C hander 
sometime in 1941. 



note No 
regarding 


the house 
Bose spent 


2. This matter has been considered in the 
Ministry earlier, •'We have not been in favour of 
acquisition of this house. The matter was also 

onsidered in FMO in June 1986. The then OSD, PMO 

ad agreed with the then Foreign Secretary's 

uggestion to the effect that if we were to acquire 

ouses where our leaders of the past had stayed in 

ifferent parts of the world there would be no end to 

i|t(copy enclosed), MOS(N), replying to a Special 

ention by Shri Jagannath Patnaik in Lok Sabha on 3rd 

epterober 1988 had reiterated the same view and also 

tated "It was not a house in which Netaji stayed 

permanently; it was only a transit point; and it is 

doubtful whether many of our nationals will visit 

4fghanistan in order to see the house even if we buy 

nd maintain it as a national, monument, , , . It is 

best that our national monuments are generally in 

India itself so that they serve as examples to our 

people (copy enclosed), 

*/ 

3. In May, 1989 the First Political 
Department of the Afghan Foreign Office contacted the 
Indian Embassy, Kabul and informed that the Afghan 
mthorities on instructions of President's Office was 
willing to Consider preserving the private house in 
Kabul where Netaji Subhash Chander Bose had stayed in 
1941 as a place of historical importance/ especially 
in view of the close and friendly ties existing 
tetween the people of the two countries, /fhe Afghan 
authorities sought our reaction on whether Government 
of India would be willing to contribute financially 
towards the expenses of renovation and restoration of 
the house./ Detailed information regarding the 
financial contribution that the Government of India 
would be expected to make towards the restoration and 
Renovation of the house is still to be furnished by 

he Afghan Government. The matter can be further 
examined only after that. ^No decision has been taken 
qn the Afghan proposal so far^ 


4. Issues with the approval of JS(IPA), 



THAKUR SINGH) 
iETARY (AFG) 
17,3, 1900 


MRS. MEERA SHANKAR 


r 


A 



AMBASSADOR 



SECRET 

EMBASSY OF INDIA 
KABUL 



No . K AB/501/1/86 April 12, 1990 

^ k/*) , ^JL 

Please refer to your letter No. J/II/551/ 13/86 of 
March 27 to Shri Tarei regarding the house in Kabul where 
Netaji Subhash C hander Bose had stayed in 1941. 

2. We have located the house. It is in the old part 

of the city of Kabul in an area earmarked for demolition. 
The house belongs to Mr. Kishan Chand Lund, an Afghan of 
Indian origin. He is himself reported to be in India at the 
moment. The house is in a dilapidated condition and its 
surroundings are not congenial. 



3. In a meeting with the Mayor of Kabul on March 

7, I brought up the question of this house, drew his attention 
to its importance to us and explored the possibility of a 

suitable memorial to Netaji being set up there. The Mayor 
promised to have the matter looked into. I have also 

addressed a formal communication to him on the subject. 

4. Apart from the above, I have broached the subject 

informally with a senior aide to President Najibullah. He 

reacted positively, said all official assistance would be 

available but the expenses would need to be incurred by the 
Government of India. 

5. The Mayor of Kabul, after discussions with city 

officials, would indicate if the house can be saved from 

demolition. If this in fact can be done, jthen we would need 
to assess the structural viability of the premises and make 
an estimate of the expenditure likely to be involved in 
restoring it. Thereafter, it could perhaps be converted into 
a memorial museum or library. If, however, the house cannot 
be saved either on account of its condition or due to the city 

authorities' insistence on demolishing it, then the best course 

may be to erect a memorial plaque on the site. 

6. I will keep you informed of further developments. 



( M . H . Ansari ) 

Smt. Vijay Thakur Singh 
Under Secretary ( A fg) 

Miny. of External Affairs 

New Delhi 




'N 




Ministry of External Affairs 
1 PA Division 


I- 


*r»!p\ 


Reference Director (PMC)* a U.O. No. 5 SO/ 
J>3/c/s/90 - Es 2 dated 21 .3 .1990 regard in a 
acquisition hy GoveriiB«br«t of India of the house 
in Kafcai where Netaji suohasn chancier Bose had 
stayed in Kabul in 1941. 


Enclosed herewith is a coi-y of rej»ly 
received from oar olsaicm in Ksbul which is self- 
exy 1 ana tory. 


x 



ant. Meera Shankar, Dir ( FMO ) , PH 1 c Office 

HEA f7.cT.~lto. j7ix / 55T/T37^i5' oafea TOth May, 1990, 


I 



/V>, 



■flTTcr WIJ TT^rT 

■* 

AMBASSADOR OF INDIA 
KABUL 


No.KAB/501/1/86 

Qci 'k, 


May 7, 1990 


./■> 

v V] 




Please refer to my letter of even number dated April 
12, 1990 regarding the suggestion that the house in which 
Netaji Subhash C hander Bose stayed in Kabul in 1941 be 
converted into a memorial. 

2. I have now received a response from the Mayor of 

Kabul. His officials have carried out the necessary 

investigations and the position is as follows 


a) The house is a 4-storeyed one on a plot of land 
measuring approximately 200 sq. mtrs; 










b ) It is due for demolition under a Municipality scheme 

in which two to three storeyed buildings would be 

constructed in the area; and 

c) The Municipality is aggreable to considering 

favourably any suggestions we may have regarding 

the repair/renovation of the present house or its 

replacement by a suitable memorial. 

The assumption underlying (c) above is that all 

expenditure on this account would be borne by us. In view 

of this, I would be grateful if you could now let us know 
our decision in the matter. I am, in the meantime, requesting 
our First Secretary (Projects) to visit the site and give his 

recommendations. / /> 

«■. Lt/ ^ 

Yours sincere! 




- a , 


( M . H . Ansari ) 



Smt. Vijay Thakur Singh 
Under Secretary (Afg) 

Ministry of External Affairs, NEW DELHI. 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
IPA DIVISION 

SUBJECT: The House of Netaji Subbash Chander Bose in 

Kabul. 


The question was examined in June 1986. We 
have not been in favour of acquisition of this house. 
The then OSD, PMO had agreed with the then Foreign 
Secretary's suggestion to the effect that if we were to 
acquire houses where our leaders of the past had stayed 
in different parts of the world there would be no end to 
it. MOS(N), replying to a Special Mention by Shri 
Jagannathan Patnaik in Lok Sabha on 3rd September, 1988 
had reiterated the same view and also stated, "It was 
not a house in which Netaji stayed permanently, It was 
only a transit point and it is doubtful whether many of 
our nationals will visit Afghanistan in order to see the 
house even if we buy and maintain it as a national 
monument. . . It is best that our national monuments are 
generally in India itself so that they serve as examples 
to our people". 

2. The question was reopened in May,, 1989 
when Afghan side indicated that they are willing to 
consider preserving the private house in Kabul where 
Netaji Subhash Chander Bose had stayed in 1941 as _ a 
Place of historical importance., The Afghan authorlfits 
sought our reaction on whether Government of India would 
be willing to contribute financially towards the 
expenses of renovation and restoration of the house. 

3. 'No decision has been taken on the Afghan 
proposal as financial implications^ were not clear. 
Embassy of India was to forward cost estimates. 

4. Our Ambassador In Kabul now informs that 
the area in which the house is located is earmarked for 
demolition. The house itself is in a di^ltlited 
condition. He took up the matter of setting a memorial 
there with the Mayor of Kabul and a senior aide of 
President Najibullah on May 7, 1990. The Municipal 
authorities of Afghanistan are willing to consider 
proposal and are ready to provide official assistance 
but indicated that the expenses would need to be 
incurred by the Government of India. Ambassador has 
indicated that FS (Project) would visit the site and give 
recommendations . 

5. There is no compelling need to reverse the 
decision taken in June, 1986. Financial implications 
would depend on the nature of memorial to be erected. 
The memorial however, modest would entail substantial 
costs given the present situation in Afghanistan with 
problems regarding availability of material, lack of 
transport facilities and skilled personnel as well as 
the problems of exchange rate. 


6, However, we could still request for 
financial implications and feasibility from our Embassy 
in Kabul before final decision is taken. 


7. We may like to keep PMO informed in view 
of request received by PM from Chitta Basu M. P. on 
purchase of the House in Kabul 

For approval. 



JS(IF^ 
neta ji 


S. . Pno < 



tAH'ii] 


jV 



f^JiT *?^T5PT, -rl 

IN1STRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-11 


D.O. No. J/ll/551 /1 3/86 


the 24th May, 90 


Pty dear Ambassador, 


S-' 




Reference correspondence resting with 
letter No. KAB/501/1/86 dated 7.5.90 regarding 
aoquistion of house of Netaji Subhash Chander 
in Kabul. 


your 

Bose 


The question of acquistion was examined in 
detail in June, 86. The Government was then not in 
favour of acquistion of the house one the ground that 
if we were to acquire houses where our leaders of the 
past stayed in defferent parts of the world, there 
would be no end to it. 


The issue was reopened in May, 1989. 


Youvdiscussions with Afghan authorities reveal 
that area where house is located has been earmarked 
for demolition and the house itself is dilapidated. 
However, given the* fact that Afghans are willing to 
consider Indian proposal, we may get financial estimates 
and feasibility of acquiring the house and coverting 
it into a memorial. The alternate as suggested in 
your letter of 12th April to the effect that if the 
house cannot be saved, a memorial plaque could be eractei, 

could also be examined from viewpoint of practicability 

— - ~£ 

and financial implications. 


With kind regards, 



J 


Mainstream 



Mr* I.K. Gujral 

Honourable Minister for External Affairs 
New Delhi 


Respected Gujral Sahib, 


U l* 


nt, 


rM 

k 


iyjr 



Apropos my conversation with you at the 
dinner for the Foreign Correspondents Association 
on May 15 f I am enclosing herewith a photo-copy 
of the article I wrote in the Republic Day Special 
issue of Mainstream (January 20, 1989) on the 
house in Kabul where Netaji Subhas Bose took 
shelter with Bhagat Ram Talwar in February 1941 
after his daring escape from Calcutta in 
January 1941 (when he sought to contact both 
Germany and the USSR before finally leaving for 
Berlin via Moscow) . 

As I told you, that house could be turned 
into a memorial as it represents a symbol of 
Indo-Afghan friendship (anolher such symbol - 
the building that housed Raja Mahendra Pratap's 
Provisional Revolutionary Government of India 
In Kabul - remains uniaaceable, having perished 
on acoount of the march of time) • But first the 
task is to see that it does not suffer demolition 
since buildings of old Kabul are planned to be 
destroyed for construction of new ones* 


• * * * * 2 /' 




Mainstream 

CURE. MT AFFAIRS WEEKLY 

F-24, Bhagat Singh Market, New Delhi-1 10001 Telephone : 344772 and 323S20 

Cable : MAIN WEEKLY 

^ Editor 

NIKH/L CHAKRAVARTTY „ 


Mr. I.P. Khosla, our former Ambassador in 
Kabul (who is mentioned in the enclosed article), 
knows everything about that house. You could get 
the details from him. Thereafter I presume the 
Afghan Government could be requested to (i) preserve 
the building; and (ii) have the whole building or 
a part of it turned into a memorial-museum-cum- 
library-cum- school symbolising Zndo-Afghan friend- 
ship. 1 am certain if you take up the issue with 
the Afghan authorities at the time of the next 
meeting of the Indo-Afghan Joint Commission, you 
will get a positive response from the Afghan side 
now -that Dr. Na jibullah and his Foreign Minister, 

Mr. Abdul Wakil, are so keen to forge closer bonds 
of friendship with India. 

I am prepared to meet you at your convenience 
for a further discussion on the issue (although I 
do not want to encroach on your valuable time) . 

Hope this Unde both Sheilaji and you in the 
best of health. 

With best regards 

Yours sincerely 


* (Sumit Chakravartty) 

Special Correspondent 
Mainstream 

Copy to: Mr. M.K. Bhadra Kumar 

Director, Iran-Afghanistan Division, 
Ministry of External Affairs, N .Delhi. 



Where Time Stands Still 

SUMIT CHAKRAVARTTY 


January 23 was Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's 
ninety second birth anniversary. ™ Editor 


I f you visit Mohalla Hindu Guzar of Shor Bazar in 
old Kabul you will get the unmistakable feeling 
that the clock of time has not moved an inch since 
the-CSrly forties* In a fast changing world that indeed 
is unique* Modernity has failed to make any dent 
there. The same dingy lanes, the same uneven muddy 
path, the same houses made of mud, clay and wood, 
as was in 1941. 

True, I was not born in 1941 having arrived in 
this svorld four years later* But the old residents of 
that area would vouch that the surroundings have 
not changed since then. 

Why the focus on the year 1941? Because it was 
in that year that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, that 
dauntless crusader for India’s freedom, had spent 
more than a month at the residence of one Uttarn 
Chand in Mohalla Hindu Guzar on his way to 
Europe after his legendary escape from Calcutta. 

Netaji had escaped from Calcutta on January 16, 
1941 * He arrived in Kabul on January 27 and spent 
slightly less than two months there incognito upto 
March 18 while seeking to establish contacts with 
Moscow or Berlin, and making preparations to reach 
Germany. That was the time when he spent over 
one month enjoying the hospitality of freedom 
fighter Uttam Chand Malhotra (from February 9 to 
11 and from February 15 to March 17) at the 
latter’s double-storeyed residence, 

B^rtyeight years have elapsed since then, years of 
expectation and blighted hopes, a period that saw a 
sea-change in the political landscape of both India 
and Afghanistan, a time-span that found a deepen- 
ing of the controversy surrounding NetajPs demise. 
But that building in Hindu Guzar remains unchanged 
even if it has switched hands. So is the room on the 
second floor where Netaji had spent so many anxious 
days and nights as the guest of Uttam Chand* ■ 

Yes, that building is a bridge between India and 
Afghanistan cementing further the close friendship 
between our two countries and peoples. That can 
also be said of the building which housed Raja 
Mahendra Pratap’s provisional revolutionary govern- 
ment in Kabul* However, the latter building 
remains untraceable till today perhaps having 
perished as an inevitable consequence of the inexor- 
able march of time. 

Almost a year ago, rn April 1988, we — a few 
Indian visitors to Kabul — made a trip to that 
house with I.P. Khosla, the affable, friendly and 
highly accessible Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan, 
and his artist wife Gauri Khosla. It was a kind of 
^ffflgrimage for us* The significance of the house in 
the history of our freedom struggle cannot be 
belittled. 

The Ambassador felt that prompt measures ought 
to be taken to help preserve the building in Mohalla 
Hindu Guzar, The urgency of the matter is heigh- 
tened because steps arc already afoot to implement 


a plan envisaging demolition of most of the build- 
ings in old Kabul and subsequent erection of new 
ones* 

Khosla thought a part of the building could be 
taken over and a school symbolising I ndo- Afghan 
friendship run there. It could also have a library 
named after Netaji so as to perpetuate his memory 
in view of the privation and hardship that he silently 
underwent in that house while keeping alive the fire 
of patriotism in his heart after one of the most 
daring escapes of this century* 

During his voyage to Kabul, from Peshawar and 
his stay in the Afghan capital, Netaji had a constant 
and loyal companion and guide in that tireless Pathan 
communist revolutionary Bhagat Ram Talwar whose 
contribution in ensuring the success of Netaji’s 
escape was truly, immense and immeasurable, Netaji 
used to call him by his code name Rahmat Khan* One 
of his elder brothers Hari Kishan was executed like 
Bhagat Singh in 1930 on account of active participa 
lion in aimed struggle against the British Raj* And 
his another elder brother Ram Kishan/ leader of 
formerly the Kirti Party and thereafter the Commu- 
nist Party, was drowned in the Amu Daria river 
during a bid to cross it while engaged in preparations 
for Nctaji’s escape. 

Bhagat Ram Talwar’s book — The Taiwars of 
Pathan Land and Subhash Chandra's Great Escape 
(published in June 1976) — is highly absorbing as it 
details one of the most vital parts of Nctaji’s escape* 
In his foreword to the book, the late Ch inmohan 
Seharaavis, writer and historian, noted: “*** the book 
gives out for the first time an authentic and almost 
hourly account of the final lap of Subhash Chandra 
Bose’s thrilling escape in January 1941 from India, 
across the tribal area, to Aghanistan and his 
extremely hazardous stay there for almost two 
months before he finally left for Berlin via Moscow* 
The first account of the escape had, of course, 
appeared in February or March 1946 in a series of 
articles' by Uttam Chand in The Hindustan Times * 
The latter was, for some time* Subhash Chandra’s 
host at Kabul, whose help Bhagat Ram was forced 
to seek under precarious circumstances.” 

The book vividly describes the residence of Uttam 
Chand, One was struck by the fact that it (including 
the room allotted to Netaji) retained almost the same 
appearance as when Netaji had first stepped into it* 

“The residence of Uttam Chand,” Bhagat Ram 
Talwar wrote, “was in the upper storey of a two- 
storeyed building in Mohalla Hindu Guzar. The 
floor was occupied by one Roshan Lai, a Hindu from 
Peshawar. The house consisted of three room in 
addition to the kitchen and the bath-room. 
The two of us were given a separate room furnished 
after the Central Asian fashion. The floor was 

( Cantd * on page 70) 
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Sunlit : Where Time Stands Still 

( Contd . from page 67) 

covered with durries and carpets* There was a 
sandll (a sort of small wooden table under which 
there is an angithi which keeps the huge quilts in 
the^room warm) in the middle of the room and 
ll thick and low mattresses with cushions around 
the sand ii which were used for sitting and also as 
beds at night* Netaji and 1 used two of these 
mattresses while the third would be taken by others 
coming into our room*” 

From the roof of the building one can see the 
magnificent fort of Bala Hissar and beyond it the 
' snow capped mountain peaks. One gets a view of 
Kabul's sky-line as well. Perhaps it was same 
as tne one Netaji had seen fortyeight years ago, at 
least in that part of Kabul city covering Shor 
^Bazar. 

The war in Afghanistan is about to take a new 
turn — for the better or the worse* Would the 
Geneva accords usher in genuine peace and stabi- 
lity? That question is now assuming prime impor- 
tance. At this moment India's active role in improv- 
ing the situation in Afghanistan acquires special 
importance. Against such a backdrop is it not essen- 
tial for the Government of India to lake appropriate 
measures and get that building in Mohalla Hindu 
Guzar, once hallowed by Netajf s presence and stay, 
converted into a memorial in honour of Netaji, that 
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stalwart of our national movement? 

' Let us not forget that house — a mme witness 
to a remarkable part of our history — where the 
clock of lime has failed to move for years 
together, D 
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Mainstream 

CURh* <JT AFFAIRS WEEKLY 

F-24, Bhagat Singh Market, New Delhi-1 10001 


Editor 

N1KHJL CHAKRAVARTIY 


Telephone : 344772 and 323520 
Cable: MAINWEEKLY 

May 18, 1990 


Mr* I.E. Gujral 

Honourable Minister for External Affairs 
New Delhi 



Respected Gujrai Sahib, 

Apropos my conversation with you at the 
dinner for the Foreign Correspondents Association 
on May 15, I am enclosing herewith a photo-copy 
of the article I wtoue in the Republic Day Special 
issue of Mainstream (January 28, 1989) on the 
house In Sabul where Netaji Subhas Bose took 
shelter with Bhagat Ram Talwar in February 1941 
after his daring escape from Calcutta in 
January 1941 (when he sought to contact both 
Germany ana the USSR before finally leaving for 
Berlin via Moscow). 

As I told you, that house could be turned 
Into a memorial as it represents a symbol of 
Indo-Afghan friendship (another such symbol - 
the building that housed Raja Mahendra Pratap's 
Provisional Revolutionary Government of India 
in Kabul - remains unteceable, having perished 
on account of the march of time) . But first the 
task is to see that it does not suffer demolition 
since buildings of old Kabul are planned to be 
destroyed for construction of new ones* 
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Mr* I.P. Khosla, our former Ambassador in 
Kabul (who is mentioned in the enclosed article), 
knows everything about that house. You could get 
the details from him* Thereafter I presume the 
Afghan Government could be requested to (i) preserve 
the building; and (ii) have the whole building or 
a part of it turned into a memorial-museum-cum- 
library-cum- school symbolising Indo-Af ghan friend- 
ship. I am certain if you take up the issue with 
the Afghan authorities at the time of the next 
meeting of the Indo-Afghan Joint Commission, you 
will get a positive response from the Afghan side 
now that Dr. Ha^ibullah and his Foreign Minister, 

Mr. Abdul Wakil, are so keen to forge closer bonds 
of friendship with India. 

I am prepared to meet you at your convenience 
for a further discussion on the issue (although I 
do not want to encroach on your valuable time) • 

Hope this finds both Sheilaji and you in the 
best of health. 


With best regards 


Yours sincerely 



(Sumit Chakravartty') 
Special Correspondent 
Mainstream 

Copy to: Mr. M.K. Bhadra Kumar 

Director, Iran-Af ghanistan Division, 
Ministry of External Affairs, H .Delhi. 



Where Time Stands Still 

SUM IT CHAKRAVARTTY 


January 23 mis Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's 
trim ’tysecon d bin ft an ni i terse try. — F d i t o r 


I F you visit Mohalla Hindu Guzar of Shor Bazar in 
HflJ Kabul you will get the unmistakable feeling 
that the dock of time has noi moved an inch since 
the early forties. In a fast changing world that indeed 
is unique* Modernity has failed to make any dent 
there* The same dingy lanes, the same uneven muddy 
path, the same houses made of mud, clay and wood, 
as jt was in 1941* 

True, 1 was not born in 1941 having arrived in 
this world four years later* But the old residents of 
that area would vouch that the surroundings have 
not changed since then. 

Why the focus on the year 1941? Because it was 
in that year that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, that 
dauntless crusader for India's freedom, had spent 
more than a month at the residence of one Uttam 
Chand in Mohalla Hindu Guzar on his way to 
Europe after his legendary escape from Calcutta. 

Netaji had escaped from Calcutta on January 16, 
1941* He arrived in Kabul on January 27 and spent 
slightly less than two months them incognito nplo 
March IS while seeking to establish contacts with 
Moscow or Berlin, and making preparations to reach 
Germany. That was the time when he spent over 
one month enjoying the hospitality of freedom 
fighter Uttam Chand Malhotra (from February 9 to 
It. and from February 15 to March 17) at the 
hitters double-storeyed residence. 

Fortyeight years have elapsed since then, years of 
expectation and blighted hopes, a period that saw a 
sea-change in the political landscape of both India 
and Afghanistan, a time-span that found a deepen- 
ing of the controversy surrounding Netaji’s demise. 
But that building in Hindu Guzar remains unchanged 
even if it has switched hands. So is the room on the 
second floor where Netaji had spent so many anxious 
days and nights as the guest of Uttam Chand. 

Yes, that building is a bridge between India and 
Afghanistan cementing further the close friendship 
between our two countries and peoples. That can 
also be said of the building which housed Raja 
Mahendra Pratap's provisional revolutionary govern- 
ment in Kabul* However, the latter building 
remains on traceable till today perhaps having 
perished as an inevitable consequence of the inexor- 
able march of lime* 

Almost a year ago, in April 1988, we — a few 
Indian visitors to Kabul — made a trip to that 
house with I.P, Khosla, the affable, friendly and 
fTghly accessible Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan, 
and his artist wife Gaud Khosla. It was a kind of 
pilgrimage for us* The significance of the house in 
the history of our freedom struggle cannot be 
belittled. 

The Ambassador felt that prompt measures ought 
to be taken to help preserve the building in Mohalla 
Hindu Guzar* The urgency of the matter is heigh- 
tened because steps are already afoot to implement 


a plan envisaging demolition of most of the build- 
ings in old Kabul and subsequent erection of new 
ones, 

Khosla thought a part of the building could be 
taken over and a school symbolising Indo-Afghan 
friendship run there* It could also have a library 
named after Nctaji so as to perpetuate his memory 
in view of the privation and hardship that he silently 
underwent in that house while keeping alive the fire 
of patriotism in his heart after one of the most 
daring escapes of this century. 

During his voyage to Kabul, from Peshawar and 
his stay in the Afghan capital, Netaji had a constant 
and loyal companion and guide in that tireless Path an 
communist revolutionary Bhagat Ram Tahvar whose 
contribution in ensuring the success of Netaji's 
escape was truly, immense and immeasurable* Netaji 
used to call him by his code name Rahmat Khan* One 
of his elder brothers Hari Kishan was executed like 
Bhagat Singh in 1930 on account of active partreipa 
lion in armed struggle against the British Raj. And 
his another elder brother Ram Kishan, leader of 
formerly the Kirti Party and thereafter the Commu- 
nist Party, was drowned in the Amu Daria river 
during a bid to cross it while engaged in preparations 
for Netaji 1 s escape* 

Bhagat Ram Talwar’s book — The Tulwars of 
Pul him Land and Sub hash Chandra's Great Escape 
(published in June 1976) — is highly absorbing as it 
details one of the most vital parts of Netaji’s escape. 
In his foreword to the book, the late Chinmohan 
Sehanavis, writer and historian, noted: "... the book 
gives out for the first time an authentic and almost 
hourly account of the final lap of Subhash Chandra 
Bose's thrilling escape in January 1941 from India, 
across the tribal area, to Aghanistan and his 
extremely hazardous stay there for almost two 
months before he finally left for Berlin via Moscow* 
The first account of the escape had, of course, 
appeared in February or March 1946 in a series of 
articles' by Uttam Chand in The Hindustan Times, 
The latter was, for some time*, Subhash Chandra's 
host at Kabul, whose help Bhagat Ram was forced 
to seek under precarious circumstances.” 

The book vividly describes the residence of Uttam 
Chand. One was struck by the fact that it (including 
the room allotted to Netaji) retained almost the same 
appearance as when Netaji had first stepped into it. 

“The residence of Uttam Chand,” Bhagat Ram 
Talwar wrote, “was in the upper storey of a two- 
storeyed building in Mohalla Hindu Guzar. The 
floor was occupied by one Roshan Lai, a Hindu from 
Peshawar. The house consisted of three room in 
addition to the kildten and the bath-room. 
The two of us were given a separate room furnished 
after the Central Asian fashion* The floor was 

(Canid, on page 70) 


MAINSTREAM January 28* 1989 


67 



Sumit : Where Time Stands Still 

(Canid* from page 67) 

covered with durrics and carpels. There was a 
* sartdli (a sort of small wooden table under which 
there is an angithi which keeps the huge quilts in 
the room warm) in the middle of the room and 
^ thick and low mattresses with cushions around 
the stmdli which were used for sitting and also as 
beds at night* Netaji and I used two of these 
mattresses while the third would be taken by others 
coming into our room/" 

From the roof of the building one can see the 
magnificent fort of Bala Hissar and beyond it the 
' snow capped mountain peaks* One gets a view of 
Kabul’s sky-line as well. Perhaps it was same 
as tne one Netaji had seen fortyeight years ago, at 
least in that part of Kabul city covering Shor 
Bazar* 

The war in Afghanistan is about to take a new 
'turn — for the better or the worse. Would the 
Geneva accords usher in genuine peace and stabi- 
lity? That question is now assuming prime impor- 
tance. At this moment India’s active role in improv- 
ing the situation in Afghanistan acquires special 
importance. Against such a backdrop is it not essen- 
tial for the Government oflndia to lake appropriate 
measures and get that building in Mohaila Hindu 
Guzar, once hallowed by Netaji’s presence and stay* 
converted into a memorial in honour of Netaji, that 
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stalwart of our national movement? 

Let us not forget that house — a mute witness 
to a remarkable part of our history — where the 
dock of lime has failed to move for years 
together. D 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 
KABUL 


No.KAB/501/1/86 


June 10 , 1990 


lAj 

Please refer to your letter No. 
24.5.90 regarding acquisition of the house 
Subhash Chander Bose had stayed 
February-March 1941 . 



I usi t / 1 ; 


J/IIASSl/13/66 dated 
in Kabul where Netaj i 
for 43 days in 



2. As per the instructions of Ambassador, First 

Secretary ( Project) , Shri KK Varma, Head of Chancery and self 
visited the hoouse and area to assess the exact situation. 
FS(Project), who is of the rank of a Suptdt. Engineer in CPWD, 
has prepared a report which is enclosed for your perusal. 

After visiting the site, we had a discussion with our 

Ambassador explaining to him the difficulties and improbables 

that are standing on the way for restoration and renovation 
of the existing dilapidated kucha house or even erecting a 

memorial plaque on the site. 

3. FS(Project) has given a rough estimate of expenditure t 

of Afs . 5 million equivalent to Rs. 1 million at the prevailing 

current rate of exchange for repairs and renovation of the 
existing structure without taking into consideration the cost* 
of acquisition of land and building. Since the entire locality 
is going to be demolished and reconstructed, it would be 

difficult to even erect a plaque. Therefore, our suggestion I 
is to defer the case for the time being till such time as the 

local Government takes a final decision on reconstruction of I 
the area. 



4. In the light of the above, we would be grateful to 

receive your approval as to whether we should go in for 
renovation and restoration of the existing kucha house or to 
erect a plaque, before we could make a formal request to the 
local authorities accordingly. 


ji.* 






Yours ] sincerely. 


Shrimati Vijay Thakur Singh 
Under Secretary (Afghanistan) 

Ministry of External Affairs, NEW DELHI 


(B . Tareil 


Netaji*s Memorial in Kabul 


Hie buil rling in Kabul where Netaj i staveH in Mainer ^or a 
few days Murine the year 1^41 wa' 3 visited on 5 th June/ 19 °0 by 
a three member team comprising Counsellor (P), First Secretary 
(project) & Head of Chancery, The building is located in the erea 
known as Hindu Guzar of Shor Bazar* 

The three storyed bail din* constructed on an area of about 

90 Sqm is very old and there are siems of distress in the wooden 

frames of the structure, The approach to the building is through 

g „ , . 

narrow winding streets which are unpaved and the surroundings ire 
filthy. Here is a proposal to demolish all old structures in this 
part of Kabul and the g rea is to he redeveloped. 

To preserve the basic ch crater of the building for a memorial, 
the structure could be rehabilitated v?ith innovative mo^i fi cations 
and made presentable with lands caned surroundings. Besides the 
cost of acquisition of land & building, probable expenditure 
on repairs & renovation will be the order of Afs 5,0 million. 

Keeping in view the location of building & the proposed 
redevelopment of the area, repairs * renovation could be deferred 
'for the time being* 


CHITTA BASU 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
/ ILOK SABHAJ 


Dear Shri Gujral, 



Phone : 3782260 

28 , Gurdwara Rakabganj Road 

New Delhi-110001 

Dated 14.6,90 


As you know, Netaji SuBfias Chandra Bose stayed for 
some time in Kabul enroute to Europe in the early forties. 

He reached Kabul on Jan, 27 1941 after his great escape 
from Calcutta on Jan, 16, 19-^1. He stayed in the house that 
belonged to Uttam t hand at Mohalla Hindu Guzar, Shore 8azar 
Kabul, Afghanistan, from Feb 9, 1941 to Feb 11, 1941 ancT again 
from Fab 15 to March 17, 1941» Bhagat Ram Taluar, an old 
Revolutionary who had helped Nataji in his escape from Peshauar 
to Kabul also stayed uith Nstaji. The book 0 TaltSars of 
Pathan Land and Subhas Chandra's Great escape, authored by 
Bhagat Ram Taluar, refers to this House and describes the 
stay in great details. 



I uas told that the House is not being maintained 
properly and is in dilapidated condition. Ue strongly feel 
that the Govt, of India should get the House and sat a suitable 
mamorail in honour of Netaji, uhich will be also a symbol 
of Indo-Afghan amity and friendship. 



I wrote about it to the former External Affairs Minister 
Sri Natuar Singh and subsequently to Sri Rajiv Gandhi, the than 
Prime Minister, Although assured of the appropriate actions, 
nothing seems to have been taken in that direction. Z had 
an occassion ftejjama to meet the leadership of the PDPA 
uho indicated positive response. 

Nou that the balateral relation uith the Govt. of 
Afganistan has reached v s£a ge, I believe* the ftfgan Govt, 
would respond to our request. 


CH1TTA BASU 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

_ <LOK SABHA) 

* * 

* 

< 


Phone : 3782260 
28, Gurdwara Rakabganj Road 
New Delhi- 1 1 0001 

Dated 

- 2 - 



I shall be highly obliged if you kindly 
take up the matter uith the Gout, of Afganisatn. 

I enclose hereuith all correspondences 
made uith the Gout, in this regard for your kind 
perusal. 

Uith best regards. 


Yourp sincerely, 
(CHITTA BASU) 


W 


Shri X.K. Gujarat, 

Minister of External Affair*, 
Gout, of India, 

NeuDelhi. 






1 ’> 


' Chitt* flaw 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
(RAJYA SABHA) 





Flame No a. 37822B0 
3782576 



S, Gurdwara Rakabgax\j Road, 
Hew Deliii-i. 


Dt« 6.3.80. 


D«ar Sari Soil, 

Kindly refer to ay discussion with you orer phone 
on 3rd March, 60 io connection with tay discussion with the 
Prime Minister record in g ( a) the takeover of the House in 
Kabul, Afghani at an, where Netaji stayed enroute to tturope 
during the 2nd World *er and (b) our proposal for Joint 
research work on the history of freedom movement. i am 
sending herewith copies of Istters addressed to the Prime 
Minister in this conusction, for your follow up action. 


With host regards, 

end : as shows. 

Shri U. Sen, 

Joint Seerotary, 

F.M. Secretariat, 

Now Delhi. 


Yarn a sincerely, 
(Chitta Basu) 


( |/: 
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/ Chitta Basil 
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
( RAJYA SABHA ) 


Dear Prime Minister, 





Phone No. 3822QQ 
384576 

28, Gurdwar a Bakabgunj &oad f 
New Del hi -1. 

30-9-1988* 


As you know, Metaji Subhas Chandra Bose reached Kabul on January 27 in 
1941, after his great escape from Calcutta on J anuary 16, 1941. He stayed in 
/OtHe House that belongs to Uti m Chand, an old revolutionary at Mo hull a ilundu 
Guzar, 3hox Bazar, Kabul, from February 9, ID i 1 to February li t 1941 and again 
from February 15, 1941 to 17 March, 1941, B h ag at Han Talwar, an old revolutionary 

who had helped Netaji in his escape from Peshawar to Kabul, had also stayed with 
in that house at Kabul, There was a reference of this House and the room 
in which Netaji hal stayed, in the Book, "The T nl w nr s of Pathan Land amT 
Subhas UlmnJra 1 s Great K sc ape* n 


f quo tel he i <: 1 evan t par t i on : 

11 The residence uf I’t t uu Ciund w.i s in the . lorey ,< f a two-storeyed 

building in HohaJJ i ilinda Guzar. The floor *ia-i occupied by one Kushanlal, 
a Hindu from Peshawar, fiie liousc consisted jf three r o-'.ais in addition to 
the kitchen and tne built loom, I he two of us ^Net^ji and B hag at Han I al war > 
yt ere given a ue p ar a l e r on fur tu s bed af t er l uc C eu 1 1 ul - Asi ah f ' li o n , X ' io 
flo*r was covered ait a Hurries ^id carpets, Ther-j wis u sand 1 1 ya ;ior t of 
-mull wooden -able under which there i s an .vigil* hi which keeps the hi go 
L ui U s in the in the middle of t lie room an' 1 three thick And low 

mot Ire sjsu s with cushion s around the sanflli which were used for lilting and 
also as beds u i night. Netaji and X used two of these mat tress*: s -dale l i^e 
LliirJ would be •. uken by others coming* into the row;.., 11 

^ . (p^e wit 

I vtn told that t In* .aid house is not being rnainu “ ' vl properly and duxizxg 
it in^ be dilapidated soon. For every Indian patriot, the House is a sacred 
place, I strongly feel that the Government of India should take necessary action, 
to i;ike over 1 1 ic ho use and maintain it properly as n monument of !d-tbric il and 
national significance. 

I took up tlie matte*' wi ih Stir i If, Mutual Singh, MinisLer of Stat e, External * 

Af f ai r g who was ki nJ en u ugh to send me a letter of jc Itn u w ! ed gernen t \ p , VIP *9 1 0/ MO a(K 
83 dated 3Uth ..June, 198 4 . Since then, I have not received jiy in formal ion from* the 
Ministry of Kxteriii Affairs.' ■ , - - ------ 

I sh.il! be gl nd if you kindly take interest in mutter .mil lake appropriate 
action, . . 


iVitli regards, 


Shri It a j i v G and hi , 
Prime Mini at or, 
India. 


Tours sincerely, 
(Chitta basu) 




U f nro| 

f^TTTpq 

Minister of State 
For External affairs 

INDIA 




June 30, 1988. 


A 



- fr^- L - 

• j / 

^ / 


1 have 

received 

your letter 

of 14th 

1988 and 

noted the 

proposal for 

acpuiriny 


the house in Kabul where Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose had stayed for a few weeks in February/ 
iviarch 1941. 



Yours sincerely, 

** ■* ^ 

(K. Natwar-Sinyh) 


Ohri Chitta Easu, iwP . 

;.L, Gurudwara Rakebyun, Roau, 
isiew OUhi-llO 001. 


t 


Cbitt a Bom 

< 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
{ RAJYA SABHA ) 


Door Sfari Singh, 

Am yon kM% Natoji gahhao c taauUrm Mom r«««M KiM w J moot/ 27 U 
1941, aft mt bio groat oooapo firos Calottt* on Joan or/ U, 041 . Ho otigrod in 
tbo Oooao that bo ion go to Ottm Ch*wl, « oM revolutionary Ot Bo boil a Honda 
Qboor, sbor a mm, Kabul, Aron Fobruary 0, JB41 to Fobruoi y U, 1041 a* 
tvm Fobruary IS, J941 Co 17 rttfcb, i94L Bhagoi fiat Talwar, aa old 
roTolutlonory ubo bod uoipod Notoji in bio ooonpo Aron Foobomr to Kabul, 
b«d al m stayed with Hvtaji in toot boose ok Kabul, Tboro ooo o reference 
of tbio Uouoo and tUo room is which Notgji bal staged, la tbo boob* "Tbo 
Tolvaro of Pat baa Lm4 and Sobhae C bond re* e Groat Eoeopo", 

1 (junto tbo nlevnt jortloo t 

• Tbo rooidonoo of Uttm Chend voo in tbo uppor otoroy of o too-atoro/od 
balldlig in Uoballo Hindu Iaiw, Tbo floor ooo ooaopiol by ooo Be ebon lei* 
o Hindn firora Peohnvor. Tbo Mum oonolOtod of throo rueae in addition to 
tho kit eboa aid tbo bothrooo. Tbo too of uo (Motoji md Bh«*et Um Toloor} 
tern gluon a ooporato rooa furnished oft or tbo Central-ieiai feebioo* Tbo 
floor voo covered with durrioo aid eerpote, Tboro vat o oaudll ( o oort 
of toil voodoo lotto under vbioh tboro io *> an git fa l vhloh keeps ibo bog* 
qulSts in tho raoa vara, a tbo oiddlo of tbo ro o n and tiiruo tbiak and lav 
■at tresses with cushions orooad tbo aindii obieb were aged for sitting 
and «1 m ao boda at night, Neteji and 1 aaod too of tho to aottroaooo obilo 
t uo third ooald bo tBton by others owning into tbo rooa." 

(page 101) 

1 an told t..*t ta« wut uu« to not being aeintaUied properly and during 
it any bo dilapidated aeon, For ovory Indian patriot, tbo Houm io o ear ooorod 
pi see* X strongly fool that tbo Govamaent of Indio obouiil toko neeeeesrj 
set loo, to toko ever tbo house oad a^utaia it properly oo a ao nna ont of 
biatorioal aid national sigeifi sales. — 

I send herewith ft photo graphs of tbo laid bouoo, vaiofa Haro boon presented 
to ao by at lodiai Jeaiulld ubo rooo^tly vloitod tbo plain 

Vito regards, 

Tour# oinooroly, 



B*od Mb B, SMS 


(Cfeitta Bees) 
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MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 

NEW DELHI-110011 
30th May/ 1990. 



I have received 
18th May, 1990. I am 
looked into. 


your letter dated 
having the matter 


With kind regards. 



(I.K. GUJRAL) 




Shri Sumit Chakravartty , 

M a instrea m Weekly, 

F-24, Bhagat Singh Market, 
NEW DELHI-110001. 






Mainstream 

CURRENT AFFAIRS WEEKL Y 

F-24, Bhagat Singh Market, New Delhi-110001 Telephone : 344772 and 323520 

Cable : MAINWEEKLY 

Editor 

NtKHIL CHAKRAVARTTY 


Tlay 18, 1990 


Mr* I.K. Gujral 

Honourable Minister for Bxtemal Affairs 
How Delhi 



Respected Gujral Sahib, 

Apropos my conversation with you at the 
dinner for the Foreign Correspondents Association 
on May 15- x am enclosing herewith a photo-oopy 
of the article I wrote in the Republic Day Special 
issue of Mainstream (January 20, 1969) on the 
house in Kabul where Netaji Subhas Booe took 
shelter with Bhagat Ram Talwar in February 1941 
after his daring escape from Calcutta in 
January 1941 (when he sougit to contact both 
Germany and the USSR before finally leaving for 
Berlin via Hosootf) • 

As I told you, that house could be turned 
into a memorial as it represents a symbol of 
Indo-Afghan friendship (another such symbol - 
the building that housed Raja Mahendra Pratap'o 
Provisional Revolutionary Government of India 
in Kabul - remains untac cable, having perished 
on aooount of the maroh of time) • But first the 
took is to sea that it flcee not suffer demolition 
since buildings of old Kabul ere planned to be 
destroyed for construction of new ones. 


2/- 


Mainstream 

CURRENT AFFAIRS WEEKLY 

F-24, Bhagat Singh Market, New Delhi- 11 000 1 Telephone : 344772 und 323520 

Cable: MAINWEEKLY 

Editor 

WKHJL CHAKRA VAK1TY 

- 2 - 




Mr* I*F* Khosla, our former Ambassador In 
Kabul (who is mentioned in the fnolosed article), 
knows everything about that house* You could get 
the details from him* Thereafter I presume the 
Afghan Government could be requested to (i) preserve 
the building; and (ii) have the whole building or 
a part of it turned into a raemorial-museua-cum- 
llbrary-oum-school symbolising Indo-Afghan friend- 
ship* X am certain if you take up the issue with 
the Afghan authorities at the time of the next 
meeting of the Indo-Afghan Joint Commission, you 
will get a positive response from the Afghan side 
now ihat Dr* NajlbuUah and his Foreign Minister. 

Mr. Abdul Wakil, are so keen to forge closer bonds 
of friendship with India. 

I am prepared to meet you at your convenience 
for a further discussion on the issue (although I 
do not want to encroach on your valuable time) . 

Hope this Undo both Btiollaji and you in tho 
best of health. 

tfith best regards 


Yours sincerely 



(Sumlt Chakravartty) ' 
3peclal Correspondent 
Mainstream 


Copy to: Mr* 1UK* Bhadra Kumar 

Director, Iran-Afghanistan Division, 
Ministry of Rxternal Affairs, N .Delhi. 


Where Time Stands Still 

SUMIT CHAKRAVARTTY 


If you visit Mohalla Hindu Guzar of Shor Bazar in 
^ oldJiabut you will get the unmistakable feeling 
that'the clock of time has not moved an inch since 
the early forties* In a fast changing world that indeed 
is unique* Modernity has failed to make any dent 
there* The same dingy lanes, the same uneven muddy 
path, the same houses made of mud, clay and wood, 
as it was in 1941. 

True, I was not born in J941 having arrived in 
this world four years later. But the old residents of 
that area would vouch that the surroundings have 
not changed since then* 

Why the focus on the year 1941? Because it was 
in that year that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, that 
dauntless crusader for Indians freedom, had spent 
more than a month at the residence of one Uttam 
Chand in Mohalla Hindu Guzar on his way to 
Europe after his legendary escape from Calcutta. 

Netaji had escaped from Calcutta on January 16, 
1941* He arrived in Kabul on January 27 and spent 
slightly less than two months there incognito upto 
March KS while seeking to establish contacts with 
Moscow or Berlin, and making preparations to reach 
Germany, That was the time when he spent over 
one month enjoying the hospitality of freedom 
fighter Uttam Chand Malhotra (from February 9 to 
It and from February 15 to March 1 7) at the 
latter* s double-storeyed residence* 

Fortyeight years have elapsed since then, years of 
expectation and blighted hopes, a period that saw a 
sea-change in the political landscape of both India 
and Afghanistan, a time-span that found a deepen- 
ing of the controversy surrounding Netaji’s demise* 
But that building in Hindu Guzar remains unchanged 
even if it has switched hands* So is the room on the 
second floor where Netaji had spent so many anxious 
days and nights as the guest of Uttam Chand* 

Yes, that building is a bridge between India and 
Afghanistan cementing further the close friendship 
between our two countries and peoples. That can 
also be said of the building which housed Raja 
Maliendra Pratap’s provisional revolutionary govern- 
ment in Kabul. However, the latter building 
remains untraceable till today perhaps having 
perished as an inevitable consequence of the inexor- 
able march of time* 

Almost a year ago, in April 1988, we — a few 
Indian visitors to Kabul — made a trip to that 
house with I*P. Khosla, the affable, friendly and 
^4i«4ily accessible Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan, 
and his artist wife Gauri Khosla. It was a kind of 
pilgrimage for us* The significance of the house in 
the history of our freedom struggle cannot be 
belittled* 

The Ambassador felt that prompt measures ought 
to be taken to help preserve the building in Mohalla 
Hindu Guzar* The urgency of the matter is heigh- 
tened because steps are already afoot to implement 


January 23 wo.v Netaji Suhhash Chandra Hoses 
n in etyseco ml hi rtl t arm t versary * — II d i t o r 


a plan envisaging demolition of most of the build- 
ings in old Kabul and subsequent erection of new 
ones, 

Khosla thought a part of the building could be 
taken over and a school symbolising Jndo-Afghan 
friendship run there. It could also have a library 
named after Netaji so as to perpetuate his memory 
in view of the privation and hardship that he silently 
underwent in that house while keeping alive the fire 
of patriotism in his heart after one of the most 
daring escapes of this century* 

During his voyage to Kabul from Peshawar and 
his stay in the Afghan capital, Netaji had a constant 
and loyal companion and guide in that tireless Pathan 
communist revolutionary Bhagat Ram Talwar whose 
contribution in ensuring the success of NetajPs 
escape was truly immense and immeasurable, Netaji 
used to call him by his code name Rahmat Khan, One 
of his elder brothers Hari Kishan was executed like 
Bhagat Singh in 1930 on account of active participa 
tion in armed struggle against the British Raj. And 
his another elder brother Ram Kishan, leader of 
formerly the Kirti Party and thereafter the Commu- 
nist Party, was drowned in the Amu Daria river 
during a bid to cross it while engaged in preparations 
for NctajPs escape. 

Bhagat Ram Talwur’s book — The Talwars of 
Pathan Land and Subhash Chandra's Great Escape 
(published in June 1976) — is highly absorbing as it 
details one of the most vital parts of MetajTs escape* 
In his foreword to the book, the late Chinmohan 
Sehanavis, writer and historian, noted: “**, the book 
gives out for the first time an authentic and almost 
hourly account of the final lap of Subhash Chandra 
Bose’s thrilling escape in January 1941 from India, 
across the tribal area, to Aghanistan and his 
extremely hazardous stay there for almost two 
months before he finally left for Berlin via Moscow* 
The first account of the escape had, of course, 
appeared in February or March 1946 in a series of 
articles by Uttam Chand in The Hindustan Times * 
The latter was, for some time* Subhash Chandra’s 
host at Kabul, whose help Bhagat Ram was forced 
to seek under precarious circumstances*” 

The book vividly describes the residence of Uttam 
Chand* One was struck by the fact that it (including 
the room allotted to Netaji) retained almost the same 
appearance as when Netaji had first stepped into it. 

“The residence of Uttam Chand,” Bhagat Ram 
Talwar wrote, “was in the upper storey of a two- 
storeyed building in Mohalla Hindu Guzar* The 
floor was occupied by one Roshan Lai, a Hindu from 
Peshawar. The house consisted of three room in 
addition to the kitchen and the balh-room. 
The two of us were given a separate room furnished 
after the Central Asian fashion. The floor was 

(ConttL on page 70) 
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Please find enclosed, for your information and 
appropriate action, a copy of the letter which PM has 
sent to Shri Chitta Basu, General Secretary, All India 
I Forward Bloc. MEA may kindly keep us apprised of 

further developments. 
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Suniit : Where Time Stands Still 

( CtmuL from page 67) 

^covered with durries and carpets. There was a 
sandlii a sort of smalt wooden table under which 
tb^e is an angithi which keeps the huge quilts in 
tL room warm) in the middle of the room and 
£nrce thick and low mattresses with cushions around 
the sandli which were used for sitting and also as 
beds at night. Netaji and I used two of these 
mattresses while the third would be taken by others 
coming into our room/* 

From the roof of the building one can see the 
magnificent fort of Bala Hissar and beyond it the 
' snow capped mountain peaks. One gets a view of 
Kabul's sky-line as well. Perhaps it was same 
as tne one Netaji had seen fortyeight years ago, at 
least in that part of Kabul city covering Shor 
Bazar. 

>^he war in Afghanistan is about to take a new 
turn — for the better or the worse. Would the 
Geneva accords usher in genuine peace and stabi- 
lity? That question is now assuming prime impor- 
tance. At this moment India’s active role in improv- 
ing the situation in Afghanistan acquires special 
importance. Against sucli a backdrop is it not essen- 
tial for live Government of India to take appropriate 
measures and get that building in Mohatta Hindu 
Gu/ar, once hallowed by Nctaji’s presence and stay, 
converted into a memorial in honour of Netaji, that 


70 


stalwart of our national movement? 

Let us not forget that house — a mute witness 
to a remarkable part of our history — where the 
clock of time has failed to move for years 
together. D 
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Prime Minister 



New Delhi 
July 9, 1990 


/ 


Dear Shri Basu 3i, 


Please reler to your letter of 1st March in which you have, interalia, 
suggested that the Indian Government should purchase the house in Kabul 
where Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose had stayed lor some time and set up 
a suitable Memorial there. 

Our Ambassador in Kabul has had discussions with the Afghan authorities 
ori this proposal. The Afghan Government has reacted positively. However, 
the House is in the old part of Kabul city in an area earmarked for demolition. 
The Mayor ol Kabul has been requested to indicate il the House can be 
saved Irom demolition. If this can be done, we could consider acquiring/restor- 
ing the House and converting it into a Memorial/Museum or Library. If, 
however, the House cannot be saved then the best course would be to erect 
a Memorial Plaque on the site. 

Our Ambassador is in touch with the .Afghan authorities on this issue 
and we hope to be in a position to take a final decision shortly. 

As regards your proposal that we should rebuild the INA Memorial 
in Singapore, it is understood that the Government of Singapore's response 
has not been positive. 

The other suggestions made by you lor commemorating Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose are being considered in consultation with the Departments 
concerned. 


Regards 


Yours sincerely, 



[Vishwanath Pratap Singh] 


Shi t Chi I lu Basil 

Genera] Secretary 

All India Forward Bloc 

28, Gurudwara Rakabganj Road 

New Delhi-! 1 0001 
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appropriate action, a copy of the letter which PM has 
sent to ( , Shri Chitta Basu, General Secretary, All India 
Forward Bloc. ME A may kindly keep us apprised of 
further developments. 
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Prime Minister 


New Delhi 
Duly 9, 1990 


Dear Shri Basu 3i, 

Please refer to your letter of 1st March in which you have, interalia, 

i J r- , ■ ^ 

suggested that the Indian Government should purchase the house in Kabul 
where Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose had stayed for some time and set up 
a suitable Memorial there. 

Our Ambassador in Kabul has had discussions with the Afghan authorities 
on this proposal. The Afghan Government has reacted positively. However, 
the House is in the old part of Kabul city in an area earmarked for demolition. 
The Mayor of Kabul has been requested to indicate if the House can be 
saved from demolition. If this can be done, we could ■ consider acquiring/restor- 
ing the House and converting it into a Memorial/Museum or Library.. If, 
however, the House cannot be saved then the best course would be to erect 
u Memorial Plaque on the site. 

Our Ambassador is in touch with the Afghan authorities on this issue 
and we hope to be in a position to take a final decision shortly. 

As regards your proposal that we should rebuild the 1NA Memorial 
in Singapore, it is understood that the Government of Singapore's response 
has not been positive. 

The oilier suggestions made by you for commemorating Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose are being considered in consultation with the Departments 
concerned. 


Regards, 


Yours sincerely 



[Vishwanath Pratap Singh] 


Mm Chi M u Bum i 

General Secretary 

All India Forward Bloc 

28, Gurudwara Rakabganj Road 

New Delhi-110001 
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PROF- SAMAR GUHA 
Ex«m EMBER OF PARLIAMENT 





8/2 CENTRAL PARK 
CALCUTTA 700032 


(LOK SABHA) 


Sept lft/lQSO 



Dear Shri Guj ral# 


I know that you are worringly busy with the problems of Gulf 
Crisis. Still I am writing this letter to you as the matter needs your 
timely attention. 

I am very happy to know that the President of Afganisthan 
Mr. Naj lbullah ; has very gaciously agreed to preserve the house at 
Kabul Where Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose took shelter on his way to 
Berlin accross the Russian Territory. If there is any difficulty in 
locating the house Shri Bhagat Ram# who escorted Netaji from Peswar 
to Kabul# is still alive. He has written a book on Netaji's the episode 
of escape and stay at Kabul. He is now a member of CPI and I am sure 
CPI friends will be able to give his present address or Comrade 
Ramkrishan of former Kriti Klsan Party and an former Chief Minister of 
Punjab will also be able to help you to get the address of Shri Bhagat 
Ram. Late Uttam Chand Malhotra's family members will also be able to 
locate the house at Kabul. 

Would I make another suggestion to you to make a request to 
President of Afganisthan# Mr. Najibullah. Two pleques should be set up# 

- one# at the entry- point in Afganisthan where Netaji entered that 
land from accross the Tribal area on his journey to Kabul from Peswar 
and second# on the point of the Afgan side of the river Tigris which 
Netaji crossed to enter into Russian territory on his way to Moscow 
through land route and from where he flew to Berlin. These two places 
are of great historic importance as they are landmarks in the episode of 
Netaji's revolutionary pi Igr image ' tm- • 

Ejecting a reply from you. 

with best wishes and hopping your success in the matters of the 
Gulf crisis. 


Yours sincerely# 


Shri I. K. Gujral 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
New Delhi 



( SAMAR GUHA ) 


S, \ t 





8/2 CENTRAL PARK 
CA CUTTA 700032 
INDIA 


September IQ/ 1990 

His Excellency 
Mr. Najibullaha 
President of Afganistan 
^ Kabul 

Afganistan 

your Excellency# 

**, 

Indian people are full of praise for your er^c.llency *s 
• assurance iso preserve the house at Kabul where Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose# the legendary hero of Indian Freedom# took shelter 
in course of his revolutionary escape from British India and on 
his way to Germany via Russia. 

If there is any difficulty to identify the location of that 
historic house at Kabul our Foreign Ministry will be able to 
identify the house with the help of Mr. Dfhagat Ram who accompanied 
Netaji as his escort from Peswar to Kabul. Mr. Bhagat Ram is alive 
and at present he is a member of the Communist Party of India (CPI). 

x would make another hisnbla reguett to you* as an associate 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose* to set up two plaques# - one at the 
entry -point in Afg&nisthan# where Subhas Chandra Bose got into the 
Afgan territory across the Tribal Reclor from Po3vrar and second# at 
tiie point of the Southern side of ths rivsr Tigric which NetaJ i 
crossed to enter into Russian territory to reach Moscow aart from 
where he flew to Berlin. 

It is fervently believed by the Indian people that as e great 
loader of the Afgan Revolution you will warmly agree to honour the 
revolutionary leadership of the greatest hero of Indian National 
Liberation. 

with warm greetings and regards* 

Yours sincerely# 

( SAMAR GDHA ) 



* OOF.. SAMAR GUHA 

Ex. 

(*flV *TOT) 



WT 9 ffo 
t>y Nt. 

ft*fe 

Dated... 



JSlIPA>/199Q 





If^TTJlP 


*nT(T 

Minister of External Affairs 
India 


NEW DELHI-110011 
0 ctober^ ,1 990 


Dear Prof* Guha Dee, 


I have received your letter of Septe m ber 
18, 1980, regarding setting up of pleques at the 

entry /exit -points of Subhas Chandra Bose in 
Afganistan. It is receiving ray attention. 


With kind regards. 






Prof. 5a m ar G uha 
E'x-Pi e p ber of Parlia m ent 
8/2, C entral Park 
C ALCUTT A -700032 


***((,■ 


Yours sinparely, 





(I.K. GUJR AL) 


)/ dlActtit-e-d lv\'fk 

h*e. 

* ^ ' Uia ' Ac, *“ h 
^ U fa } 
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